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June 6 2013 
 
 
RE: Your Recent Decision to Terminate an Academic Librarian 
 
 
Dear Mme Beauvais, 
 
 
It has come to my attention that the administration of St. Paul University has terminated an 
academic librarian with permanent status for what I understand to be budgetary reasons. On 
behalf of the association I represent and its approximately 3,000 faculty and librarian 
members at the University of Toronto, I am writing to express my objection to this action. I 
call on you to reinstate this individual immediately. 
 
 
Whether you are formally within your rights to terminate the person in question is not a 
topic on which I will comment as it is not my place to do so. However, I do feel obligated to 
remind you that academic staff – including librarians – are integral to the teaching and 
research missions of any university. In order to undertake their professional work in the 
university, and to further human understanding more broadly, academic staff require 
academic freedom, including the genuine security that permanent status and tenure provide. 
Security for academic staff in a university must be upheld and never trivialized in the face of 
budgetary concerns no matter how severe those concerns may be. Moreover, in the unlikely 
event that terminations are the only way to address whatever fiscal problems your institution 
is encountering, collegial deliberations rather than unilateral decisions are warranted. 
 
  



 
 

2 

I urge you to immediately reinstate the librarian you have terminated, to re-commit to 
upholding academic freedom and job security for your academic staff, and to commence 
collegial discussions at your university – including with your faculty association – in order to 
work collectively to address any budgetary shortfalls. These matters are of common concern 
to the academic and intellectual community and we are paying close attention to your 
actions. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 

 
 
Scott Prudham 
Professor 
University of Toronto 
President 
University of Toronto Faculty Association 
         
 


